Arroyo Arts Collective
Presents

30 U3 s I

April 3 - 27, 2025
The Los Angeles Makery
260 S. Los Angeles St CA 90012



Arroyo Arts Collective
Presents

Reflection / Resilience

Making art is a powerful expression of resilience in action. The challenges we face in
our creative work offer growth opportunities, both as artists and individuals. The
Arroyo Arts Collective invites artists to include their reflections on loss, joy, wonder,
and change as well as their reactions to the resilience shown in the response.

Reflect/Resilience is made possible, in part, through the generous support of the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors, LA County Department of Arts and Culture as
part of Creative Recovery LA, an initiative funded by the American Rescue Plan, the
California Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program as funded by the State of
California and administered by CalOSBA, and the Immordino Charitable Foundation.
This programming is presented in partnership with the Los Angeles Makery.
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Maureen Maki

Seedling Yellow
Linocut on paper
8" x 10"

$325

Rebecca Nabarrete

She Died Too Young & I'm Still Healing
Acrylic on paper

24" x 16"

$2,500

Juliane Backmann

Heart of Stone
Mixed media
17" x 18" x 4"
$375



Deborah Jansen Ziskind

Faces

Mixed medium
18" x 24"
$250

A. Laura Brody

Goddess in Process

Digital photos, remnant fabrics and trims, thread
35" x 32" x.75"

$1,000

Jasimen Phillips

Babydoll's Origin Story
Acrylic on canvas

24" x 24"

$900



Sharon Jeffers

Is That the Moon?
Acrylic on canvas
18" x 22"

$425

Liane Enkelis

Reflections of Hope
Photograph

11" x 14"

$250

Pastey Whyte

Hobo in Antarctica — How it Feels to be an Artist
Mixed media

24" x 24"

$300



Lynn Heinz

Fire Within

Oil and charcoal on panel
18" x 24"

$1,300

Brooke Bender

Contemplation/ Integration
Acrylic on canvas

18" x 24"

$350

Juliane Backmann

Freedom Fighter
Mixed media
10" x 22" x 7"
$375



Deborah Paulsen

The Storm Never Ends

Encaustic, shellac, and pigment stick on wood
1M" x 11"
$375

Kasey Tran

Letting Go
Photograph
8" x 10"
$100

A Lapointe

History Clinic

Shredded found photo collage on plexiglass
12" x 12"

$1,200



AnnlLi Tico

Grey Spring

Watercolor mounted on mat board
42" x 30"

$200

Buena Johnson

My Soul Feels Weary
Pen & Ink

23" x 17"

$5,500



Isabella Sapien

Let Ice Melt at Your Door
Serigraph

10" x 16"

$100

Marc Winston

WINDED...
Photograph
16" x 20"
$350

Monica Marks

Justice, Freedom and Love

Decorative bird cage, painted hammer, sheet music, clock
weight, brass bell, twine, mirrors, paint, hooks

10" x 22"

$444



Luis Zelaya

Potential
Photograph
16" x 20"
$150

James A. Faulkner

Oklahoma
Traditional Collage
16" x 20"

$500

Luis Zelaya

El Aguila Bakery
Photograph

16" x 20"

$150



Eva Enriquez

Cardinal Root

Paper fiber alpaca wool and cotton/linen thread
15" x 14" x 6"

$500

Marc Winston

LIFE
Photograph
16" x 20"
$350

Eva Enriquez

Cooperative Root

Paper fiber alpaca wool and cotton/linen thread
9" x 16" x 5"

$500



Lisa Tomczeszyn

The Ghost Trees of Lake Waco
Watercolor on paper

26" x 40"

$1,200

Linda Kaye
Reflection

C print

11" x 14"
$150

Annie Marini-Genzon

9-16
Ceramic, wood, paper, thread
8" x 20" x 3.5"

$1,300 for set or $700 each
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Anne Tryba

Hawksbill Turtle - Too Rare to Wear
Mixed Media Wall Sculpture

21" x 25" x 4.5"

$2,500

Heather Hoggan

Didn't See It Coming

Cotton, tulle and hand embroidery
17" x 26"

$500

Erica Goebel

Witness

Acrylic on canvas
14" x 7"

$100



Carmen Dean

The Crossing
Photograph
14" x 12"
$175

Steve Graziani

Reinvent As Needed
Etching

14" x 7.5"

$195

Bruce Dean

November
Oil on panel
18" x 24"
$2,300
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Marina Claire

Fearless Tho' In Pain / | Travel On
Acrylic on panel

10" x 10"

$200

Mario Solorzano

Ali

Acrylic on panel
16" x 20"

$450

Modnica Moreno

Emergence
Pewter sculpture
5"x4.5" x 3"
$628



Jill Sykes

Paseo | + Il - 2 Ladies (diptych)
Oil on canvas

60" x 40"

$7,600

Susan Savory

we live but once (many many times)

Collage, oil pastel, colored pencil on birch panel
8" x 16" (diptych)

$700

Jill Sykes

Private Conversation
Oil on linen and canvas
24" x 16"

$2,500
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Kaoru and Trevor Coopersmith

Tolerance or Defiance

Acrylic, oil pastel, fabric on wood
7.5" x 22"

$250

Yvonne Jongeling

Bloemenbloed Zusters
Acrylic on cotton canvas
36" x 24"

$500

Robin Potash

Lotus Rising

Mixed media collage
16" x 20"

$600



Ada Pullini Brown

Rings of the Empyrean

Oil on panel with gold leaf
24" tondo

$3,400

Ada Pullini Brown

Golden Ring Through the Empyrean
Oil on canvas

42" x 48"

$6,500

Annie Marini-Genzon

Burnt

Ceramic, wood, paper, thread
10" x 18" x 4"

$200
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Richard Conti

Raphael (Edition of 38)
Risograph

8.5 x11"

$85

Silvia Wagensberg

A Flower’s Odyssey
Acrylic on canvas
24" x 32"

$1,000

Jenny Huang

Waterproof

Gouache paint, color pencil, marker
18" x 24"
$800



Matthew Mallinger

Dreamstate V

Acrylic, ink, watercolor, oil on paper
12" x 9"

$250

Erica Goebel

Cycle

Acrylic on paper
11.5" x 8.5"
$100

Carrie Gordon

Withstanding the Test of Time
Acrylic and watercolor on canvas
24" x 18"

$250
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Rebecca Nabarrete

Too Painful To Talk About
Acrylic on paper

18" x 24"

$2,500

Rebecca Nabarrete

How Much Wisdom Does it Take
Acrylic on paper

18" x 24"

$2,500

Annie Marini-Genzon

Eaton Cub

Ceramic sculpture on wood
5"x 5" x 5"

$900



Carmen Dean

Basement Piano
Photograph

14" x 12"

$175

Carol Caley
Crawl, Fly

Acrylic paint, vinyl window shades, nylon netting, redwood

31" x 46"
$595

Bruce Dean

Eventide
Oil on panel
30" x 24"
$2,700
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Dellis Frank

Broken Promises Dashed Dreams

Acrylic on canvas, fiber, wire, beads repurposed items
25" x 18" x 6"

$1,200

Aleka Corwin

Coyote Fire Flowers

Mixed media assemblage using recycled materials
12" x 15" x 2"

$500

Gwen Freeman

St. George Slaying the Dragon
Oil on canvas

36" x 36"

$1,600



Roderick Smith

Delicate Balance
Oil on panel

12" x 14"

$425

Dellis Frank

Because of Them We Can
Ceramic, acrylic, repurposed items
12" x17.5" x 6"

$750
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Olesya Volk

Treegazing: Message From The North Wind
Oil and egg tempera on wooden panel

Roderick Smith

Defiant in the Inferno
Oil on paper

11" x 14"

$425

16" x 20"
$1,900

Deborah Jansen Ziskind

Emotions
Mixed medium
9" x 18"

$195



Roya Adjory
After the Fire
Acrylic on paper
11" x 14"

$450

Craig Hilary
Alone, Among
Mixed media, acrylic gelli print

8|I X 16[’
$150
Craig Hilary
| see.....
Mixed media, acrylic gelli print
8I| X 16[’
$150
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LorKo'- Lora Kochetkova

Dreamer's Path

Texture, acrylic, and fiber
30.75" x 40" x 7"

$6,500

Shirley Huang

Adaptation (Anza Borrego)
Photograph

8" x 11"

$135

Jess Sasso

Armored Bloom
Ceramic

5"x 13"

$1,500



Gilly Shaeffer

Toyon Leaves and Berries

Giclee print of watercolor painting
17" x 20"

$575

sewingwater

Nature's Resilience
Embroidery on watercolor
12" x 6"

$150

Pascaline Doucin-Dahlke

Resilience and Hope
Digital art printed on paper
12" x 16"

$260
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Daryl Bibicoff

Flux

Acrylics, beads, and paper
24" x 24"

$800

Arda Derian

A Flowing River
Acrylic & mixed media
16" x 20"

$400

Guadulesa Rivera

Second Genesis
Acrylic on canvas

12" x 16"
$500



Carmen Dean

Smoke Screen
Photograph
12" x 14"
$175

Gisele Grable
Flights of Resilience...

Indigo/tea hand-dyed fabric & vintage paper + metal

57%" x 8"
$135

Ruth de Nicola

Journey

Assemblage: Wood, Leather, Steel
12" x 35" x 4"

$250
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Jill Van Hoogenstyn

Free on the Sidewalk
Photograph

17" x 25.5"

$450

Karen Pokraka

Almost Camilia Blossoms
Watercolor on mineral paper
15" x 11"

$450

Cidne Hart
The Olive Tree

Cyanotype on vintage fabric with hand embroidery

24" x 64"
$500



Paula Baqueiro
Floor Rag 2

Julie Larmi

I'm Melting

Fiber art, slashing piece
11" x 14"

$350

Lace, Argentinian floor rag, embroidery

12" x 30"
$300

Cidne Hart

Universal Circle

Rust printing on vintage fabric with
shibori resist and dyed in indigo
24" x 48"

$600
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Artists Statements:

Roya Adjory
"After the Fire” is a reflection on the recent fires in our heartland. These massive challenges

take us outside of our comfort zone to a place of strength, community and cooperation. We
are no longer bound by our fears but the place of resilience and vision.

Juliane Backmann
“Freedom Fighter” - A rock and a piece of metal debris become the bust of a warrior.

“Heart of Stone” - Even a heart of stone can be hit by the right Cupid's arrow.

Paula Bagueiro

As immigrants, we bring experiences, customs, and a language that we must adapt to our
new place. Remembering where we come from through our culture and cherished objects
gives us security to be resilient in a new place.

Brooke Bender

In the face of adversity, time to go inside and be quiet can be necessary to ground and
gather strength. In this piece, we see variations of the human condition and different
positions of self-reflection. The colors, textures, and subject are chosen to represent an
interpretation of internal experiences.

Daryl Bibicoff

This abstract energy painting explores resilience and adversity, divided by a bold white
curve. Vibrant strokes in the top left embody vitality, while the dark expanse with intricate
white forms reflects challenges. The contrast highlights the tension between struggle and
strength, capturing the enduring power of movement and perseverance.

A Laura Brody

We are all buried treasure. “Goddess in Process" incorporates photos taken during the
making of the Kali Walker, a sculpture fueled by two years of rage beginning with the 2016
election and a dear friend's death from a hate crime. In times of personal strife and global
distress | ask her to give me strength.

Ada Pullini Brown

Although my work is a study of a subject, it is also about choosing to paint in this time
and place. It is about the transformative power of art in times of adversity,
offering solace and introspection amidst uncertainty. The word
“Empyrean" derives via late Latin from Ancient Greek. It is “the first and highest
heaven” in ancient cosmology.
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Carol Caley
Life is full of challenges, and for some of us, loss and tragedy beats us down. Making art lets

us talk back to the universe: Maybe | gotta crawl, but | can also fly.

Marina Claire

Self Portrait during a difficult time navigating depression, transition to a new city,
a tumultuous political climate, and a fresh wedding engagement which frightened me. Title
inspired by a William Blake drawing.

Richard Conti
After injuring my toe in April 2022, it left me briefly unable to walk without extreme pain.
| spent my recovery time on this intricate reinterpretation of Raphael Schwartz's bronze bust.

It helped with the boredom and isolation. In 2024, | extended its life with Risograph prints in
blue ink.

Kaoru & Trevor Coopersmith

Lavender is a drought resistant plant with legendary healing properties. Its calming scent
and soothing qualities help us remain calm and connect with ourselves during uncertain
times. This piece is also collaborative, symbolizing a communal effort in creation.

Aleka Corwin

“Coyote Fire Flowers” is about resilience and overcoming the trauma of the devastating LA
fires, regrowing the land, plants and flowers, rebuilding our lives, helping each other to
recover and now moving forward.

Ruth de Nicola
This piece represents how | feel since my stroke in October. | seek resilience day by day.
Knowledge is power, and power creates recovery. Look until you see.

Bruce Dean
“November” - An exploration of a moment of solitude, of reflection, what is remembered, or
anticipated, what may have been missed.

“Eventide” focuses on absence as an event to be recorded. The narrative is a consideration
of what took place just before and what may follow.



Carmen Dean

“Basement Piano” - The interplay of light and shadow highlights an enduring, staid
elegance, even in the darkness. The selective color, juxtaposed with the black and white
foreground, suggests that art can persist, even in neglected spaces.

“Smoke Screen” - A woman lingers in the shadows, immersed in reflection both
metaphorically and physically. The smoke, usually ephemeral, is frozen in time, revealing its
shape and shadow--an enduring form rather than a moment.

“The Crossing” - The silhouetted boy, moving across the water, embodies quiet
perseverance. His determined, forward movement through challenging terrain embodies
the quiet resilience of the human spirit.

Arda Derian

Using a felt-tip marker, | draw several lines, images, circles in all directions creating guidance
as patterns to follow. Then | apply colors, movement, rhythm and pulse, sort of resiliency and
buoyancy, as the tempo of the music I'm listening to, complements the creation

Pascaline Doucine-Dahlke
Then hope came again!

Liane Enkelis

As a gardener, it gives me comfort that what | plant today continues. What is more
universally resilient than the bursting forth each spring of daffodils? While this photograph
literally contains reflections, the flowering of spring is a universal reflection of hope

Eva Enriquez
“A Taproot” which has a primary root that grows downward and secondary roots branching

laterally to form a system.

“Cooperative Root” represents my family and community and the nourishment, joy and
resilience.

James A. Faulkner
The title is not necessarily related to the state. This is more of a dreamlike travel into
the past.
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Dellis Frank

“Broken Promises Dashed Dreams” - Multicolored fiber wrapped cords representing the
colorful communities of the Native Americans, Black and immigrants being crushed by the
white hand of the colonizers but yet thrive.

“Because of Them We Can” - A hybrid sculpture that represents the perseverance of the
Black woman. Because of the resilience of our ancestors, we can achieve great things such as
being part of the highest court in the land.

Gwen Freeman

As part of my series reimagining traditional religious and theological subjects, in sharp
edged forms and bright, pure colors, “St. George Slaying the Dragon”, represents the quality
of resilience we, as Americans, need today. Courage against fear. Righteous anger against
evil.

Erica Goebel
“Cycle” - This abstract of soft, warm colors suggests a satisfying SoCal life. Everything is part
of a cycle. Change is always coming. Maybe not what you hope for . . . but you never know.

“Witness” - A lone lifeguard tower stands empty — its future at stake — as fires upend Los
Angeles. Like those of us sitting still for hours horrified by the images on our screens, the
tower bears its witness.

Carrie Gordon

Northport - ...many childhood memories of walking on this dock, confiding to the boards my
innermost thoughts, reflecting, went back for a visit and ‘my’ dock was right where | left it,
resilient as ever. The Sound of the water warmed my soul in the cool evening and gave me
strength.

Gisele Grable

Reflection is critical during such times of instability and attempts to soar above the insanity is
essential for finding peace and calm whenever possible. In addition, a primary need for
resilience is essential for all humans as well as all living creatures on this planet for survival,
and especially during such moments of chaos.

Steve Graziani
'‘Out of desire, fear, or necessity, we're constantly reshaping ourselves, mostly through small
tweaks, sometimes major ones—but at our core, we often remain the same.’




Cidne Hart

“The Olive Tree” - Trees nurture us with oxygen and shade, and they nurture nearby trees
through their roots. This olive tree shades our back porch and feeds birds. We need to do
everything possible to protect the trees and wildlife around us in these critical times.

“Universal Circle” - We notice circles. They hold power. They radiate and connect. They draw
in and flow out.

Craig Hilary
"Alone, Among” - Finding myself in my work, being an individual in this world, standing up

for what | believe is the basis of this piece. Each part of this piece is hand printed. | looked at
different prints that stand alone but also work together among each other.

“I see...” - In a large gelli print, | used an acetate shape to find what was within the print. The
center piece showed me a bird shape and that became the focus of this piece. The various
prints and sticks used were to create an atmosphere for what | saw.

Lynn Heinz
Fire is a deadly, destructive force, but it can also be cleansing, burning away all but the most

rudimentary elements. Resilience is that which drive us forward when we need the push. It is
the fire within us that pushes us forward despite adversity.

Heather Hoggan
“The eye is always caught by light, but shadows have more to say”. Gregory Maguire, Mirror
Mirror

Jenny Huang

“Peace is a daily, a weekly, a monthly process, gradually changing opinions, slowly eroding
old barriers, quietly building new structures.” —John F. Kennedy. Like a water droplet
chipping away at granite, we must also strive for our own peace. | believe that every small
hurdle we encounter and overcome will accumulate in a resilient personal peace.

Shirley Huang

Shirley Huang is an Asian American artist inspired by nature and observed life. She
enjoys the challenge of capturing Southern California’s rich diversity in her artwork.
Adaptation (Anza Borrego) shows desert plant species of the Anza Borrego
Desert, including Cylindropuntia bigelovii, which has adapted barbed,
detachable spines for protection and transportation.
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Sharon Jeffers

No brushes used here - acrylic pour using a scoop, paper, and spraying. So much fun! | was
inspired by the full moon and the sea - and the unseen creatures that appear here - always
fun to hear what people see in the pouring paint, and everyone sees something different.

Buena Johnson
“My Soul Feels Weary” is a rendering of any woman, every woman who has seen and been
through a lot yet still has hope & perseveres.

“Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen” reflects on the brutal transatlantic slave trade, a
horrific chapter of enslavement in human history, and the resilience of our ancestors to have
endured & survived. A period that had a lasting impact on American history & continues to
shape the nation today.

Yvonne Jongeling

"Bloemenbloed Zusters" is an acrylic painting on cotton duck canvas that explores the
lifelong bond between two women, represented by a tulip and a blue daisy. Their nodding
forms and blood-filled stems symbolize resilience, connection, and the deep, unspoken
understanding shared over time.

Linda Kaye
| am always in awe of my physical surroundings which | have been photographing my entire

life. | seek to capture life's precious moments that inspire and encourage my existence.

LorKo'- Lora Kochetkova

This artwork symbolizes the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity. The artist
used an abstract construction of symbols as visual and tactile language to discuss youth
dreams, recovery from poverty, personal life's challenges as learning opportunities, and
acknowledgement of potential growth for success.

Julie Larmi

This piece exemplifies resilience to me because the slashing technique is a very challenging,
improvisational process. Finishing it was a struggle because it was difficult to comprehend
the larger picture up until halfway because | could see only a few "pixilated sections" at
once. Resilience requires persistence!



A Lapointe
Just as the uniquely harsh conditions of the desert climate shape the evolutionary functions

of its resident species, so too does the hostility of the modern world force trans people to
develop ways to survive and adapt in a society that wants trans people dead. It is up to us to
make something beautiful out of our environment.

Maureen Maki

Sprouting from the earth into the sky, this seedling represents the life cycle and the constant
energy of growth and renewal. This elemental alchemy is the magic of everyday life that
surrounds us and sustains us in uncertain or difficult times.

Matthew Mallinger
This piece is from an ongoing series titled Dreamstate; worlds within textural abstractions,
intended to invite focus towards memory streams & the subconscious.

Monica Marks

The day Peter Yarrow died, | listened to Peter, Paul and Mary while working on this piece; it is
inspired by, "IF | HAD A HAMMER." "It's the Hammer of Justice, it's the Bell of Freedom, it's
the Song about Love between my brothers and my sisters, all over this land.”

Annie Marini-Genzon

This body of work was created in response to the recent Eaton Fires. | sculpted the Eaton
Cub to honor the wildlife that perished during the Firestorm. The boats symbolize both
vulnerability and endurance. The delicate sails on the ships represent the fragility and
impermanence of life. In contrast, ceramic vessels, made from fired clay; this is a strong
material that typically survives fires. Overall, these pieces reflect the challenges we face in
modern times and the resilience of humanity during difficult circumstances.

Monica Moreno

Emergence captures the tension of transformation. A dark, textured face pushes from a
polished spiral, mouth open in struggle. The contrast between smooth and rough surfaces
reflects the arduous process of becoming—breaking through resistance to exist. This pewter
sculpture embodies self-discovery, resilience, and the raw beauty of change.
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Rebecca Nabarrete
“She Died Too Young & I'm Still Healing”- A narrative about someone who died too young,
and the protagonist is still healing from it and caries it with them.

“Too Painful to Talk About and How Much Wisdom Does it Take” - The geographical layout of
these paintings mirrors the choice people face in real life, to heal in a healthy way through
therapy or numb pain and not heal trauma.

“How Much Wisdom Does It Take?” is intentionally more developed referencing the time,
dedication and intentional growth it takes to heal in a healthy way. The positioning side by
side is meant to interrogate the viewer.

Deborah Paulsen

Days after the 2024 presidential election, a former feeling of numbness was overcome when
making this painting. The seascape turned dark, erratic stormy and scarred. Layers of
encaustic paint are painted on in a molten state, fused with a torch, and scraped back to
reveal linear expressive marks. White and light gray accentuate the upper layers with the
feeling of a never-ending storm.

Jasimen Phillips

“Babydoll’s Origin Story” explores resilience, transformation, and power through the ritual of
hair combing. It reflects the struggle of conforming to social standards and the beauty of
self-acceptance. Emerging stronger, Babydoll embodies quiet strength, turning struggle
into power, and redefining beauty on her own terms.

Karen Pokraka
Leaves seek the sun, breathing in and out.

Robin Potash

Lotus flowers are considered one of the most resilient flowers. They grow and thrive out of
muddy, murky water and produce beautiful flowers. They symbolize different things in
different cultures. | like the symbolism of the idea of rising above adversity despite
challenging circumstances. The pink and green are the colors of the heart and compassion.

Guadulesa Rivera

“Second Genesis” refers to a new chapter in our life, as my husband and | went through all
the stages of purchasing our home. Lines and colors overlap, and one must study the image
to see the face.




Isabella Sapien

“Let Ice Melt at Your Door” is commentary on political sanctuary and a call to resistance: do
not open the door for ICE agents if they come to your home. We are resilient, and this is our
home.

Jess Sasso

"Armored Bloom” embodies resilience and reflection, balancing protection and openness.
Its sharp edges symbolize boundaries forged through experience, while its vessel remains
functional holding both beauty and strength. Like clay, we carry our past, shaped by
pressure and fire, emerging not broken, but transformed-hardened yet still capable of
growth.

Susan Savory

We see ourselves in a mirror, not as others see us, but reversed. That distorted reflection
suggests a new reality. The sibling groups occupying these houses might be branches on
the same family tree, time travelers, ghosts, memories; siblings separated by time, bringing
different histories to (almost) the same house.

sewingwater
Nature's resilience allows us to understand that nothing stays the same, no matter how

destructive the changes are - beauty will always return.

Gilly Shaeffer

This toyon plant has been growing in the canyons and hillsides of Southern California for
hundreds of years. This much appreciated plant has not only survived many natural disasters
such as fires and flooding, but, instead, has thrived all over the California natural landscapes.

Roderick Smith

The act of drawing and painting is simply the vessel that carries me to that uncharted world.
| see them as daily entries in the ships log, we are all sailors taking on the storms and
adventures over a bounding sea. We must find a balance, or we will perish.

Mario Soloranzo

This piece captures Muhammad Ali's defining moment of victory, standing over his
fallen opponent—-a testament to resilience, both physical and mental. Ali's
unwavering confidence and dominance reflect his journey of perseverance, self-
belief, and the ability to rise above challenges, embodying the spirit of a true

fighter.
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Jill Sykes
“PASEO | + Il - 2 Ladies” - A diptych of 2 hibernating, woody vines - warm & cool white

backgrounds with contrasting grey & brown vines. can be hung side by side vertically, as
well (as seen here with "2 Ladies") suggesting nude figures.

“Private Conversation” - Positive and negative images of drying eucalyptus leaves, as if facing
each other in conversation; this work is framed

AnnlLiTico

“Grey Spring” - This work was made shortly after moving to Los Angeles and represents new
beginnings. It explores the beauty of a city that is located by the sea, and how people
interact with the tranquil and regenerative aspects of nature, alongside the harsher, more
lonely elements of the city.

Lisa Tomczeszyn

Lake Waco is a reservoir behind a dam west of the city of Waco, Texas. The first dam was
built in 1930 and was replaced in the 1960s. As the water flooded the Bosque River Basin
the existing trees in the shallows continue to grow - as a child | thought of them as the
“ghost trees”. Nature's resilience.

Kasey Tran
This is a self-portrait representation of me finding it difficult to accept and let go of people

who | consider my friends, even when it is time for them to leave. It was inspired by someone
| met last year who jokingly implied that | might have abandonment issues.

Anne Tryba
The hawksbill sea turtle is a critically endangered species whose shell has been prized for

souvenirs. This turtle asks us to see his shell as a home, not a souvenir. Recent conservation
efforts offer hope for recovery. See www.seeturtles.org for more info.

Jill Van Hoogenstyn

The positioning of the hands on the mannequin shows an open hand, symbolizing the
ability to overcome adversity, loss and illness. The strength to move forward is key to moving
through the struggles, with pride.

Olesya Volk
North Wind is the bravest of the winds. He carries the soul of resilience. He doesn’t care

about age, he knows only ageless stuff. His message is about whispering and breathing
through the cold. He knows the secret of tenderness.



Silvia Wagensberg

An ephemeral flower teaches resilience in uncertain times, drawing strength from its fragility
and beauty. Rooted in memory, my work recalls a girl | once knew-Sol, called Solange,
radiant like a sunflower. Her journey, like the flower’s, reminds us of our shared experiences
and deep interconnectedness.

Pastey Whyte

Artists are a snowball in hell. Resilient against all odds. Going into the creative wilderness
with the idea of a knife, the language of a transient and a map that leads to an inaccessible
place. A place achieved by only a few explorers. A reflection of the creative journey.

Marc Winston

In my series "LIFE" and "WINDED," | reflect on the Altadena Eaton wildfires' impact on our
community. These works symbolize the profound loss and transformation of familiar
landscapes, while also capturing the resilience of residents who rebuild their lives. Through
these images, | convey the emotional strength that emerges from adversity, inviting viewers
to witness the stories of survival, hope, and unity that define our collective journey toward
renewal.

Luis Zelaya
“El Aguila Bakery” - Anyone who has lived in or around El Sereno has a beautiful story of

going to the bakery with their parents and/or grandparents as a kid. This business is a
testament to the impact a small business can make in a community.

“Potential” - Blank monuments from failed businesses demonstrate previous success and
cautionary tales while giving the community hope that one day they can fill those spaces
with their own dreams.

Deborah Jansen Ziskind
My work in portrait and landscape shows my believe in the resilience of people and nature.
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